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Miami - Dade County, Florida, Code of Ordinances
 >>
 PART III - CODE OF ORDINANCES
 >>

Chapter 33 - ZONING
  >>
 ARTICLE XLI. - ROCKMINING OVERLAY ZONING AREA (ROZA)
  >>
) (
Editor's note—
Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, adopted Sept. 9, 2004, amended the Code with the addition of a new article XI, sections 33-152—33-157. In order to 
avoid duplication of article and section numbers, the provisions of said ordinance have been included herein as article XLI, sections 
33-420—33-425, at the direction of the county.
Sec. 33-420. - Definitions. 
Sec. 33-421. - Districts and Locations Where Rockmining Uses Are Permitted.  
Sec. 33-422. - Uses Permitted by This Article. 
Sec. 33-423. - Control of Rockmining Uses. 
Sec. 33-424. - Minimum Landscaped Open Space, Mitigation Areas and Littoral Zones. 
Sec. 33-425. - Zoned Rights-of-Way. 
) (
Sec. 33-420.
 - Definitions.
) (
The following words and phrases when used in this Article shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this Section:
Asphalt plant
 shall mean a facility used for the manufacture of asphalt paving products by combining crushed limestone, sand or

screening with a heated petroleum binder in a kiln. An asphalt plant includes parking spaces needed for trucks, materials handling equipment,
and administrative, control and office buildings. The asphalt manufactured at an asphalt plant consists of more than 80% limestone quarry 
products, which asphalt is primarily used in highway and parking area paving.
Cement plant
 shall mean a facility used for the manufacture of cement and mortar products. The products are manufactured by grinding limestone to a fine consistency and mixing it with certain additives such as silicates, aluminates, and iron oxides and then heating it 
in kilns to temperatures in excess of 2000
˚ 
Fahrenheit. This process produces clinker, which is ground by mills with other ingredients such as
gypsum to make specific types of cement and mortar products used in concrete manufacturing and masonry/brick construction. A cement 
plant includes parking spaces needed for trucks, materials handling equipment, and administrative, control and office buildings. The cement 
manufactured at a cement plant consists of more than 90% limestone quarry products.
Concrete batching plant or ready mixed concrete plant
 shall mean a facility used for the delivery of limestone aggregate, sand or 
screenings, cement and water into mixer trucks as part of the concrete manufacturing process. This facility may contain a system of conveyor 
belts, chutes, storage silos, stockpile areas, water and air systems, and weight scales and meters for the accurate dispensing of the raw materials to produce the desired strength and type of concrete. A concrete batching plant or ready mixed concrete plant facility includes parking spaces needed for trucks, materials handling equipment, and administrative, control and office buildings. The concrete manufactured 
at a concrete batching plant or ready mixed concrete plant consists of more than 90% limestone quarry products.
Concrete block plant
 shall mean a facility used for the manufacture of concrete block and contains sufficient ground and/or covered

storage for curing the blocks once removed from their molds, as well as materials batching equipment with automated systems for placing the
concrete into block molds and transporting the blocks to curing racks and stockpile areas. A concrete block plant includes parking spaces needed for trucks, materials handling equipment, and administrative, control or office buildings. The concrete blocks manufactured at a concrete block plant consist of more than 90% limestone quarry products.
DERM
 shall mean the Miami-Dade County Department of Environmental Resources Management. 
Director of DERM
 shall mean the Director of DERM or the Director's designee.
Prestressed and precast concrete production plant
 shall mean a facility used for the manufacture of various concrete products and 
includes the equipment necessary to deliver concrete into molds and the materials needed to add strength to the final product such as steel
reinforcement bars, strands or mesh, or, in the case of prestressed concrete, wire strands in tension. A prestressed and precast concrete 
production plant manufactures such things as concrete pipe, vaults, and bridge and highway components, requires a large outside storage 
area for finished product inventory, and includes parking spaces needed for trucks, materials handling equipment, and administrative, control 
and office buildings. The products produced at a prestressed and precast concrete production plant consist of more than 95% limestone 
quarry products, excluding the steel reinforcement material.
Rockmining Overlay Zoning Area (ROZA)
 shall mean that area described as follows: All of Section 6; that part of Section 4, lying 
northwesterly of the Florida Turnpike and west of Interstate 75, and those parts of Sections 5, 7, 8, 18 and 19 lying northwesterly of the Florida Turnpike, all lying in Township 52 South, Range 40 East; and all of Sections 1 and 2, the east 1/2 of Section 3, Section 10 less
northwest 1/4 thereof, and all of Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36, all lying in Township 52 South, Range 39 East; all of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, the west 1/2 of Section 13, all of Sections 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, the west 1/2 of Section 24, the west 1/2 of Section 25, all of Sections 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35 and the west 1/2 of Section 36, less the Northwest Wellfield area consisting of all lands 
within a 2,500 ft. distance from each of the wells, all lying in Township 53 South, Range 39 East; and Government Lots 3 and 4 lying between 
Township 53 South and Township 54 South; and that part of Section 3 and that part of Section 4 lying north of the Tamiami Trail, SR. 90
(U.S. 41) lying in Township 54 South, Range 39 East; and the East 1/2 of Section 13, all of Section 24 and the North 1/2 of Section 25 of 
Township 54 South, Range 38 East.
Rock crushing and screening plant
 shall mean a facility comprised of systems used for the automated conveying, crushing, 
segregation and blending of crushed rock in order to manufacture the basic materials used in construction such as concrete, concrete block,
cement, asphalt, road base and many other rock products. A rock crushing and screening plant facility includes portable crushing facilities 
used primarily for the processing of road base material and parking spaces for trucks, materials handling equipment, and administrative,
) (
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Sec. 33-423.
 - Control of Rockmining Uses.
)[image: ] (
(Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, 9-9-04; Ord. No. 10-09, § 2, 2-2-10)
) (
(1)	
The rockmining uses permitted by this Article include:
(a)	
All rockmining, including lake excavations; quarrying of raw materials; rock crushing and screening; filling of excavations with
rockmining tailings; the erection, maintenance and operation of all types of equipment necessary for the quarrying of raw 
materials; administrative offices, equipment and tool buildings, and watchman's prefabricated modular buildings necessary for 
the rockmining uses permitted by this Article.
(b)	
Uses ancillary to 
bona fide
 rockmining, provided that the rockmining uses and uses ancillary thereto are under common
property ownership, which, for purposes of this Article, shall consist of fee-simple title or a lease of 25 years or more.
the erection, maintenance and operation of cement plants; concrete batching plants or ready mixed concrete plants; 
concrete block plants; prestressed and precast concrete production plants; rock crushing and screening plants; asphalt 
plants but only in areas located outside any wellfield protection area as defined by Chapter 24 of this Code and in areas, 
as of the date of filing of an application for a certificate of use for such asphalt plant, more than two miles from any RU or 
EU zoning district boundary; office, control and laboratory buildings attendant to the uses set forth herein; operation of 
storage facilities for all equipment used in rock mining on premises attendant to the uses set forth herein; conveyor belt 
and/or other systems or equipment for the transportation of raw materials, repair facilities for the service of all equipment 
used on the premises and necessary for the service and operation of equipment used in connection with rockmining uses 
permitted by this Article; and the storage of fuel, oil, and lubricants necessary for the service and operation of equipment 
used in connection with rockmining uses permitted by this Article and to the extent authorized by Chapter 24 of this Code; 
and office, control and laboratory buildings required for the operation of the facilities described above. 
The 2-mile distance requirement for asphalt plants shall be measured by following a straight line from the nearest 
structure of the asphalt plant to the nearest point of an EU or RU district boundary, as depicted on a survey prepared and 
sealed by a Florida-licensed surveyor and/or professional engineer.
the outdoor storage of vehicles and lake excavation equipment required for the rockmining uses permitted by this Article, 
subject to the following conditions: the vehicles and equipment shall be maintained in operable condition at all times, 
except as otherwise provided herein, and further provided that such vehicle and equipment storage areas shall be 
setback a minimum of 25 feet from all property lines under different ownership and rights-of-way; and the maintenance, 
repairs or overhaul performed on equipment or vehicles required by the rockmining uses permitted by this article shall be 
in accordance with best management practices as approved by DERM.
(c)	
Uses ancillary to rockmining requiring approval after public hearing provided; however, that such application for public hearing
shall be made directly to the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to Section 33-314(C) of this code:
the erection, maintenance and operation of tile and other concrete products processing and fabrication plants;
the erection, maintenance and operation of asphalt plants located within any wellfield protection area as defined by 
Chapter 24 of this Code or within two miles of any RU or EU zoning district boundary in existence as of the date of filing of 
an application for certificate of use for such asphalt plant.
(2)	
Nothing in this article shall be construed to prohibit uses within the ROZA that are otherwise permitted by this chapter or permitted by
zoning action.
(3)	
For the purposes of this article, "bona fide rockmining" means the commercial extraction of limestone and sand suitable for production
of construction aggregates, sand, cement and road base materials for shipment offsite by any person or company primarily engaged in 
the commercial mining of any such natural resources.
) (
Sec. 33-422.
 - Uses Permitted by This Article.
) (
(Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, 9-9-04)
) (
(1)	
The boundaries of the ROZA are defined in Section 33-420.
(2)	
Rockmining uses are permitted in all zoning districts within the ROZA without a public hearing, upon approval of plans by the
Department that are in compliance with the specified criteria of this Article, particularly the lake excavation plan criteria enumerated in 
Section 33-423(5) and Chapter 24 of the Code.
(3)	
All of the regulations of the underlying zoning districts apply within the ROZA except:
Height restrictions. Notwithstanding the existing height restrictions within the underlying zoning districts imposed by this 
Chapter, and due to the nature of the uses permitted by this Article and the requirements imposed thereby, none of the height 
restrictions of the underlying zoning districts apply.
Setback regulations. Within the ROZA, all buildings, structures and equipment shall be setback a minimum of 25 feet from all 
property lines under different ownership, except that no setback regulation is imposed upon conveyor belts and/or other systems 
or equipment used for the transportation of raw materials permitted below by Section 33-422(1)(b)(i), provided; however, that 
such conveyor belt and/or systems or equipment for transportation of raw materials shall not extend across property boundaries 
without the consent of the adjacent property owner(s).
Off-street parking regulations. Notwithstanding the existing parking regulations within the underlying zoning districts imposed by 
this chapter and due to the nature of the uses permitted by this Article, the off-street parking area requirements of Section 33- 
126 of this Code do not apply.
(4)	
Rockmining uses shall not be permitted in any other area of unincorporated Miami-Dade County, Florida, other than as described in
Section 33-421(1) and (2) of this Article, unless approved after public hearing pursuant to Section 33-13 of this Code.
) (
Sec. 33-421.
 - Districts and Locations Where Rockmining Uses Are Permitted.
) (
(Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, 9-9-04)
) (
control and office buildings.
Rockmining
 shall mean the dredging or excavation of an area for the purpose of extracting subsurface materials. Rockmining shall also include ancillary property uses necessary for the extracting and processing of subsurface materials.
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Notwithstanding any provisions of Section 33-133, upon approval of the Director and the Director of the Public Works Department, 
rights-of-way within the areas described by Section 33-421 may be waived and/or a dedication shall not be required, as long as the affected 
properties are utilized for the uses permitted under Section 33-422 of this Article and are not needed for access to non-rockmining properties 
that are otherwise landlocked. Previously dedicated rights-of-way may be abandoned in accordance with the procedures set forth pursuant to 
Chapter 28 of this Code.
) (
Sec. 33-425.
 - Zoned Rights-of-Way.
)[image: ] (
(Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, 9-9-04)
) (
Notwithstanding any provisions of Chapter 33 or Chapter 18A (Landscaping Code) of the Code and due to the nature of the uses 
authorized by this Article and the requirements for these uses set forth in Chapter 24 and by other state, regional, and federal agencies, the 
mitigation areas and littoral zones provided for under all of the foregoing shall be deemed to constitute compliance with the landscaped open 
space requirements for the uses authorized by this Article. The timing of the installation of any required mitigation and littoral areas shall be 
governed by the permits issued by DERM pursuant to Chapter 24 of this Code.
) (
Sec. 33-424.
 - Minimum Landscaped Open Space, Mitigation Areas and Littoral Zones.
) (
(Ord. No. 04-163, § 2, 9-9-04)
) (
Nothing in this article shall be construed to modify, amend or supersede any of the provisions of Chapter 24 of this Code.
Rockmining is permitted hereunder after a 10-year rockmining certificate of use issued by Director upon compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the Plan, as defined in Subsection (3) below, subject to cancellation upon violation of any of the terms and conditions of 
the certificate of use.
Application for a 10-year rockmining certificate of use shall be made by submittal of at least 3 sets of a 10-year lake excavation plan 
(the "Plan"), prepared and sealed by a Florida-licensed professional engineer, to the Director. The Plan shall indicate the extent of 
proposed lake excavation including any lake excavation phase lines, setbacks from property lines and zoned or dedicated rights-of
way, minimum and maximum lake depths, lakes slopes, ancillary uses, as well as any littoral shelves or other mitigation areas.
Upon review and evaluation of the Plan, DERM shall issue to the Director a recommendation stating whether the Plan complies with 
Chapter 24 of this Code and all conditions included in any permits required by DERM.
Upon review and evaluation of the Plan and the recommendation from DERM, the Director shall issue the 10-year rockmining certificate of use if the Director determines that the Plan is in compliance with the criteria enumerated in this section, this article, 
Chapter 24, and all conditions included in any permits required by DERM. It is provided, however, that a notice of intent to issue a 
rockmining certificate of use shall be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation no less than thirty (30) days prior to the issuance 
of the rockmining certificate of use. Notwithstanding anything in the Code to the contrary, within fifteen (15) days after the issuance of a 
rockmining certificate of use, notice of the Director's decision shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation. Any aggrieved 
person may only appeal the Director's decision to the Board of County Commissioners within thirty (30) days after the date of the 
newspaper publication. Upon issuance, the 10-year rockmining certificate shall allow the uses permitted by this Article and shall be promptly renewed with the Department, upon compliance with all terms and conditions, the same subject to cancellation upon violation of any of the terms and conditions. On an annual basis from the date of issuance of the 10-year rockmining certificate of use, a plan 
prepared and sealed by a Florida-licensed professional engineer shall be submitted to the Director, which plan shall depict the extent of 
rockmining conducted in the preceding 12 months. Failure to commence the excavation project within 6 months of the date of the 
original certificate of use issuance shall result in an abandonment of the excavation project.
The construction of the perimeter littoral restoration areas and lake slopes shall be performed as approved by the Director of DERM. In accordance with this requirement, "as built" surveys prepared and sealed by a Florida-licensed surveyor and/or 
professional engineer shall be submitted to the Department within 180 days of completion of the littoral shelf restoration.
The lake excavation site shall be suitably staked as approved by the Director and Director of DERM; stakes shall be maintained in proper position so that the limits of excavation, slopes, and grade levels may be easily determined.
Access to the lake excavation site shall be restricted and the property shall be suitably posted to meet with the approval of the Director and the Director of DERM; said postings shall denote the rockmining operation and warn the public concerning possible 
hazards prior to commencement and for the duration of the excavation.
If the lake excavation operation is discontinued, abandoned or time expires under the 10-year rockmining certificate of use, the 
excavation shall immediately be restored by the construction of the littoral area around the perimeter of the excavated lake, as required by DERM.
No positive drainage of storm water from roads or other source will be allowed to enter the excavation except as allowed under a Class II permit issued by DERM. Retention of pollutants is one criterion for issuance of such a Class II permit.
There shall be no direct connection between a lake excavation and a drainage canal. A system to allow overflows from lakes to 
canals for flood control purposes may be constructed subject to the approval of the Director and Director of DERM and upon the 
issuance of all required permits.
To ensure compliance with all terms and conditions imposed, a joint cash or joint surety bond or substantially equivalent 
instrument as approved by the Director shall be posted with the Department, payable to Miami-Dade County, in an amount as may be determined by the Director. The bond or equivalent instrument shall be in recordable form so that it may be recorded in the public records of Miami-Dade County and the instrument shall be executed by the property owner and any and all parties who may have an interest in the land, such as mortgagees. The bond amount shall be based on the estimated costs to create the approved perimeter littoral areas and slopes depicted on the submitted Plan and shall satisfy the requirements of the 
Department.
Upon completion of the lake excavation activities, the property shall be restored and left in a condition acceptable to the Director 
and the Director of DERM or their respective designee.
If, in the opinion of the Director, the excavation is hazardous to the surrounding area, the hazardous area shall be fenced in, or 
otherwise protected, by the applicant in a manner acceptable to the Director.
The perimeter of an excavated lake shall be consistent with the littoral shelf requirements of the approved Plan and the Class IV permits issued by DERM.
If a lake excavation is proposed to be excavated in phases, a separate phase plan shall be submitted with the initial Plan. The 
phase plan shall delineate the area to be excavated in each phase and the time frame projected to close out each phase of the 
excavation project.
Grading, leveling, and sloping of banks and perimeter littoral shelves shall occur on a progressive basis as the project develops and excavation progresses.
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